Organisation of an ecosystem flashcards - AQA GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy - 18 cards. Print double-sided (flip on long

edge), then cut along the lines.

Organisation of an ecosystem

What are producers?

Organisation of an ecosystem

What is a predator? What is prey?

Organisation of an ecosystem

What are quadrats and transects used
for?

Organisation of an ecosystem

Why place quadrats at random?
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Organisation of an ecosystem

Why are photosynthetic organisms
important?

Organisation of an ecosystem

What do primary consumers eat?

Organisation of an ecosystem

How do you estimate a population size
using quadrats?

Organisation of an ecosystem

How do you investigate the effect of a
factor on distribution?
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They are the producers of biomass for life
on Earth.

Producers. Secondary consumers eat
primary consumers, and tertiary consumers
eat secondary consumers.

Place quadrats at random, count the
organisms, find the mean per square metre
and multiply by the total area.

Lay a transect across the change in the
factor, place quadrats at regular intervals,
count the species and measure the factor.
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Organisms that make their own glucose by
photosynthesis, usually green plants or
algae. All food chains begin with one.

A predator is a consumer that kills and eats
other animals. Prey are the animals that are
eaten.

To find the distribution and abundance of
species in an ecosystem.

To avoid bias, so the sample represents the
whole area.
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Organisation of an ecosystem

What are the mean, mode and
median?

Organisation of an ecosystem

Why do predator numbers fall after
prey numbers fall?

Organisation of an ecosystem

Which process takes carbon dioxide
out of the atmosphere?

Organisation of an ecosystem

What does the water cycle provide?
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Organisation of an ecosystem

In predator-prey cycles, which peak
comes first?

Organisation of an ecosystem

What does the carbon cycle return to
the atmosphere?

Organisation of an ecosystem

Which process puts carbon dioxide
into the atmosphere from organisms?

Organisation of an ecosystem

Name the two main processes in the
water cycle.
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The prey peak. The predator peak follows a
short time later.

Carbon, as carbon dioxide, to be used by
plants in photosynthesis.

Respiration, by plants, animals and
decomposing microorganisms.

Evaporation and precipitation (water is
continuously evaporated and precipitated).
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Mean: total divided by number of values.
Mode: most common value. Median: middle
value when in order.

There is less food available for the
predators.

Photosynthesis.

Fresh water for plants and animals on land
before it drains into the seas.
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study?

Organisation of an ecosystem

Ismsin

cycling materials?

What is the role of microorgan

Organisation of an ecosystem
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The nitrogen cycle.
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